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Rambam

Name{Maimonides, Moses hen[Maimon

Biography
Timeline Short Notes
Description
and Works
1135{1138) Birth Bornlin[Cordova,Spain

1148 Leaves Spain | Thel¢onquest of thel Almohads, forces thel familyl tol flee. Littlelis known
of thel fate of thel family for thenext 8 years.

11501160 Conversion? [ Musliml authorities write that! thel familyl converted. tol Islam during] this
period, ]Jewishl Jauthorities’ |deny lit. I'Therel lis' Inollevidencel within( his
writingsl to support any notion of d conversion.

1158 First Works [ During' thel periodl of wandering, helimust' havel found 4 ¥way! tol acquirela

Sirgj (start) greatl Jdeal Jofl llearning. /Tt lis_ laround I this Jtimel ! that lhel Ibeganl Ihis

Ma'amar Commentary! tol thelMishnah! (the Sirgj), and thislyear helpublished (at the

. H d]. bbur request_of 4l friend) 4 treatisellonl thelJewish calendarl (Ma ‘amar Hal bbur)
Millot Higgayon | and Millot Higgayon, thel treatiselonlogic.

1160111165 Fez Studied lunder 'R JJudahl tha Kohenl libn'ISusan. | Duringf Ithis' Iperiod,
Maimonlwrote Iggeretthal Nehamah[(seelnotes below).

1165 Exilel (again) | R.Judah ha Kohenlibnl Susanaccepts_martyrdomland Maimonland his
familylleavel Fezl fort Acre. They spent SLmonths touring Eretz Isracl and
thenltookid shipltolEgypt.Maimonldies_¢ither before or after this trip.

11651173 Egypt Maimonides and his brother Davidlland/ inl Alexandria but $oon movel to
Cairo. EJlsuggests.that this tayl have beenl precipitated byl thelRambam’s
desirel tollconfront’ Karaism.[ Ml kwasl supportedl byl David lduring/ Ithis
period.

1168 Sir aj Thel work istarted Ja ldecadel_beforel s lcompleted Ithel Rambam’s first
majoriwork.

1173 DeathlofilDavid | Precipitates d year long bout ofldepression.

1174 Physician Thelstart of his'medical ¢areer

1180 MishnehTorah

1185 MasterDoctor | Appointed tolthe court of al Fadil,Vizier to Saladin.

~1187 Marriage Married his second wife swholborelhim'4 single son [ Abraham.
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1204 Death

Notes:

Almohads Alsect of Islamwhich canlprobablytbeljustifiably termed Tfanatic” Alproduct of the
ideologylof Muhammad(ibn Tumart,/a Berber! from thelHighl Atlas'mountainsloflMorocco. The
namel Almohad means “Unitarian’land reflectslanlintensel ¢oncentration/ onl theuniquenessiand
unitylofl God andl tejectionldfldll anthropomorphism.AlthoughlMuhammad ibn Tumart himself
seemedLtolaccept thel ¢xistencelof Christianland Jewish[¢communities, his' successor/ Abd al Mumin
did ot Abdal Mumin conquered d vast! territory including muchlof Spain’and Northl Africaland
initiated many persecutions.of Muslims and non Muslims| alike.

Iggeret ha NehamahlLetter ofl ConsolationltolthoselJews wholhad é¢xternally converted tolIslam.
Maimonl (Maimonides’ father) ¢ontends that such'd person may! temainl Jewish byl teciting/ ¢ven the
shortest formlofld (Jewish) prayer.

Position within the Jewish. CommunityNever “nagid”butl generally tecognized as the
equivalent/Rabbi, Judge [ Neverlaccepted any money! fort his'duties as alJewish
professionalldenounced thel G onim! for doingso.

Works Date Description

Ma’amarlHalbbur 1158 Descriptionlofl the Jewishl ¢alendrical system

Millotl Higgayon 1158  [Treatise onllogic

Siraj 1158111 | Commentary lonl Ithel Mishnah.[[Written[ lin' /Arabic, Jan

1168 almostl Juniquel leffort Itol Jconcentratel lonl Ithel IMishnah
rathet than[thelentire. Talmud. ThelRambamlheverltvrote
a_comprehensivel commentary on the/Babylonian Talmud,
butldemonstratedldlkeenlinterest inlboth[thelMishnahland
the Talmudlof the Land bfi Israel.

Iggeret hal Shemad 1160Ush | Lettert bnl Forced Conversion.[ Sympathetic as_his_ father
had been, but, Maimonides'holds_that! Jews_maylhot live
inlal ¢ountry whichl practices forced ¢onversion Of ¢ourse
his'ownl familyt practiced. this.

Siraj: Perek Helek byl1168 | 13[Principles of faith

Iggeret Teiman 1172 Epistlel | tol] Yemenl] (persecutionl] initiated | byt ] Sht’ite
rulers Inotelthatt Egyptiwas tuled by Sunnis).

Sefert HaMitzvot ? Thel613laccording tolM.

MishnehTorah 1180




Works Date Description
Moreh Nebukhim 1190 Written onlbehalf of hisdisciple Josephlibn $Sham'un
Ma’amar{ T hiyat HaMeitim 1191 Onlthe tesurrection
Responsa
Controversy

Included ¢achisidelproclaiming herem onltheldther/theldesecration of thelRambam’s tomb, the
burning df hisiwworksl(inl the/ West).

Thel Majot Issues:

1. Thelduthoritylof thelG  onim

2. Thel ¢reation of 4 codelwhichl did notl ¢itelSources

3. Theladoption of FGreek[Philosophy”

4. Rationalismlvsliteralism [ did thelmiraculouslactuallythappen? Thelmost lasting of the
philosophical issues.

5. Theltesurrection:
a. Thelwords of Sheshet'b/Isaac.of Saragossa (on the/Maimonideanl side):

Ilaski this fool wholmaintains thatl the soulsiwill teturnl tol theldead corpsesiand that theylare
destinedfolreturn to thel soil dff Israel Intolwhich bodylwill thel soul teturn? I itlis tol thelbody
fromlwhichit'hasldeparted,Jthenlthis-Wwill| dlreadyt havelteturned tolits ¢lements_thousandslof
years_¢arlier] Jit i now] earth[dust/and worms.Wherelit haslbeenburied, d house has been
built, 4 vineyard planted, orlsomelother plantsthave taken/ tootland you cannot find thel ¢arthl or
theldust orl thel worms/intolwhichlthe body has turned.I1f/ however, thislsoul is tol teturn to
anotherlbody, which  Godwill create/ thenlitlislanother man wholwill be ¢created in hisLdwn
time,land haslnot been dead; how, thenl canlyoulsaylthat helislbeingf tesurrectedland thatl God
rewardsthim [as'helhas nhot as yet achieved anything?

b. Butllit wouldbelswrongf tolconcludel that thelRambam(himself disavowed thel¢onceptiof
resurrection, it would belbetter tolask what hellikelylbelieved would belits form.

Bibliography

Maimonides, Moses(Author), Abraham[Halkinl (Author),[David Hartmanl (Author): Epistles/of
Maimonides: Crisis/and Leadership, 978 0827604308

Maimonidesl(author),/ Lampel/Zvi: MaimonidesIntroduction/to the/ Talmud: A Translation of
Maimonides/Introduction/to/ His/ Commentary on/the/ Mishna With' Complete/ Original
Hebrew! Text

Maimonides, Moses_(author), Julius:Guttmannl (Introduction), IDaniel H. Frankl (Introduction),
Chaim[Rabinl (Translator): The/Guidel of the/ Perplexed Jabridged]/ ISBNL13:978 0872203242
Nuland,$herwin: Maimonides, ISBN[13:978 0805242003

Shapiro, Marc: The/ Limits of Orthodox Theology: Maimonides' Thirteen/ Principles
Reappraised[1SBN[13:978.1874774907 Thislis the mainl text for the 6 sessionslin  the Spring
(2008)

Twersky, Isidore: A'/Maimonides/Reader/1ISBN[13:1978 0874412062 Thislis the mainl text for
this[ ¢lass, it is[$22.50 att Amazon.com.
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Articles.of Faith
Maimonidean/Controversy
Maimonides

Nachmonides

Wikipedia and thel Stanford Encyclopedia arel alsolsvorth checking out.



Lessonl 2: Introduction tol the. Mishneh Torah
Seel posting contaningf thel Introductionlin’its_entirety.
Lesson 3: Sefefr HaMada®

Thislis thel Hebrew! whichl corresponds! to_ the  ¢class' handout, which consisted
of the following sections froml Twersky:

1) SeferHaMada': Chapter 1, Twersky pages[ 43 45.
2) Sefer HaMada: Chapter 4, paragraph 13, Twersky page[48
3) Sefer HaMada': Chapter 5, Twersky pages 48 50.
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