In our Torah portion this week we are continuing with the story of Joseph.  Included in the entire portion are the interpretation of the dreams of Pharaoh and the others who were captive with Joseph as well as the meeting of the brothers after decades of separation.   It is no wonder that they did not recognize their brother as he had been sold at the age of 13.   After 22 years of separation, it is very obvious that a person really changes considerably.  Especially going from a teenager to high level counselor to Pharaoh. 
But the reunion was not what caught my eye.  It was the dreams that I saw as really most intriguing.  Quick recap:  seven years of plenty followed by seven years of famine that Joseph correctly interrupts.  Which raises the question: why do we even have dreams?  Are they important to anyone other that people like Pharaoh or other people in power?
Dreams do matter.  Just ask Pharaoh or Carl Jung.  As Jung postulated when we are troubled by our dreams, we are being told something by our subconscious.  Dreams can also guide our life as they did with Pharaoh. Dreams can be the motivator of our actions; they can guide us thru troubled times; give us directions.  More importantly dreams can give directions to our hopes and guide our paths.  But most importantly to me, dreams can guide our choices.  
We have all made choices that have never troubled us or have deeply troubled us. As I have said many times before: all behavior carries a price, sometimes we love paying the price, while other times we are loathed to pay the price but pay we must. Last year I posted on Facebook this poem as a possible way to guide me thru my choices; I really hope that you might find it as enlightening as I did.
It is written by Rabbi Chaim Stern titled “Humanity equals Love”.

When evil darkens out world, let us be the bearers of light.
When fists are clenched in self-righteous rage,
Let our hands be open for the sake of peace.
When injustice slams doors on the ill, the poor, the old,
and the stranger, let us pry the doors open. 
Where shelter is lacking, let us be builders.
Where food and clothing are needed, let us be providers.
Where knowledge is denied, let us be champions of learning.
When dissent is stifled, let our voices speak truth to power.
When the earth and its creatures are threatened,
Let us be their guardians.
When bias, greed, and bigotry erode our country’s values,
Let us proclaim liberty throughout the land.
In the places where no one acts like a human being,
Let us bring courage; let us bring compassion; let us bring humanity

Thoughts, comments, questions?

