When I first checked the parshat for this week, I was amused to see that it was Balak.  I just love comparing believability of the talking ass to current individuals, but feel that in this climate of division, this might be a bit much.
Instead, I would like to explore a bit on the power of curses versus blessings in our world. In many cultures the power of curses on the one who is casting the curse are horrific.  For example, in Russian tradition, if you curse someone, you will be cursed at least three times over. The Pennsylvania Dutch believes that if you curse with malicious intent, the punishment is ten over what was wished.
A short recap: Balak tries to hire Balaam to curse Israel, instead Balaam blessings Israel.  It starts out with Balaam not even wanting to get involved with the cursing business as he has been informed in a dream to standdown.  As has been proven throughout history: bribery works. So, Balaam starts on his journey only to have it interrupted by first a baulking ass who then starts to talk to him. (Interesting side note:  it did not seem to be uncommon then for animals to talk.)  Finally, Balaam is allowed to see the angel who lays the law into him. 
According to Balaam, he is first told not to curse Israel in a dream.  Whether this is true or not, is irrelevant; what is more relevant to me is the historical superstitions concerning blessings and curses, of which we still acknowledge today. Why do I say this? Because every Shabbos we sing: As we bless the source of life, so we are blessed. 
So logically if we are blessed when we bless, does not the converse hold true? Could it be that Balaam was concerned about cursing Israel because of the ancient superstition that all curses rebound on the one that is doing the cursing?  In his own home, Balaam could refuse by claiming a dream.  However, the political reality of the power of Balak has also be taken into consideration.  When he was sent for the second time, I think that the bribes offered carried a hidden message of “you dare not refuse me”.  So, Balaam when as he was told to do so.  Once again, whether or not the talking ass was true with the vision of the angel is irrelevant.  It was a good justification as to how to avoid having a curse backfire on him.  Thus, giving the blessing while citing G-d as his source, this allowed Balaam to keep his fee and not have a curse rebound on him.
Thoughts or comments? 

