As usual, this parshat is packed full of interesting tidbits that cover a wide range of topics from voicing vows, treatment of women as bounty, the beginnings of how to kosher non-food items, the paying of rank soldiers to the creation of sanctuary cities. Less interesting to me was the recitation of the travel log; although it must have been very important to the authors of this section to include the travel history. 
A quick overview of the voicing of vows shows that men are allowed to make vows but women can only do so with the permission of their male overlords. Which is different from last week’s parshat where women were allowed to inherit the allotted portions.  
The women who were virgins were allowed to become slaves while all of the rest were slaughtered. What is the commonality of these two ideas?  The similarity lies in the world-view of women as second class and/or property of the men. In our ancestors’ world, women were merely property.  As twenty-first century people, we tend to look at these things in absolute horror.  Not just the worldview of women but the wholesale slaughter of men, women and male child including the stealing of their livestock and valuables.  
Why would this be done in ancient times?  In the modern worldview this is horrendous that we are troubling ourselves with how people worship.  However, millennium past, it was not the color of your skin that mattered but what religion you practiced. This custom is still the same in many parts of the world, especially in the Middle East.  
Everything that was taken, was considered tainted by the religion of the enemy. Hence the need for koshering out non-edible bounty.  Interesting side note: any vessel made of precious metal that has been used in a religious service/sacrifice/dedicated to their gods, cannot be kashered.  These metals are only kosher when they are in a molten state; the moment they cool and solidify, they are once again traif.      
Another thing that I did find interesting is the booty that was allotted to the rank.  It was interesting that the rank was allowed to keep whatever bounty they could claim/carry home but the officers of the thousands and the hundreds were expected to donate their bounty.  I do wonder if this was because the officers drew a salary but the rank and file did not.
We have learned much thru the centuries as a species.  What was considered normal millennium ago is now considered abhorrent at best; a war crime at worst.  The question that I raise today is this: We have postulated in the past that it appears that Hashem has grown in knowledge and understanding of us but what if, it is our understand of what is required of us that has really grown, thus making it appear that the Creator of All has grown instead of us?  
Thoughts or comments? 

