For Those Who Died a Preventable Death, This Yizkor

By Rabbi Fred Scherlinder Dobb


God full of compassion, dwelling in the heavens' heights, 

grant great rest to the souls of our departed beloveds.  

And for we who go on living, 

and carrying their memories forward - 

trouble us, Divine Presence.  



Disturb the rest of the living, Holy One - 

for we who believe in freedom and justice 

can scarcely rest until we've made Your values real.  

Inspire us to make change, here in our earthly realm, 

so that no more of your children be taken too soon.



      But for those who wouldn't wear masks - 

    But for the changing climate, longer droughts, deeper floods  -

  But for those who denied science, and bungled responses -

More of our beloveds would be alive, this Yizkor.



      But for the collective sin of structural racism - 

    But for those who twist their oath to serve and to protect -

  But for the denial that minoritized lives matter -

We would recall fewer lost souls, this Yizkor.



      But for the lack of background checks and commonsense controls -

    But for the bomb aimed at civilians, and the 'collateral casualties' of
the response -

  But for widespread acceptance of a broken status quo -

Prayers like this would not be needed, this Yizkor.



May You who are the Source of Mercy 

shelter them beneath Your wings eternally.  

And as You bind their souls among the living, 

may You bind the living to make a better life for all.  

May we ensure that fewer preventable deaths 

be remembered, next Yizkor.  



May those who went before us, rest in peace.  

And let us say:  

Amen.
